372                                LOTHAIR.

Sfc. Jerome, notwithstanding the multiform resistance of
Moiisignore Oatesby, insisted ho should be called in to
Lothair.

The English physician was one of those men who abhor
priests, and do not particularly admire ladies. The latter,
in revenge, denounced his manners as brutal, though they
always sent for him, and were always trying, though
vainly, to pique him into sympathy. He rarely spoke, but
he listened to everyone with entire patience. He some-
times asked a question, but he never made a remark.

Lord St. Jerome had seen the physician alone before he
visited the Palazzo Agostini, and had talked to him freely
about Lothair. The physician saw at once that Lord St.
Jerome was truthful, and that though his intelligence
might he limited, it was pure and direct. Appreciating
Lord St. Jerome, that nobleman found the redoubtable
doctor not ungenial, and assured his wife that she would
meet on the morrow by no means so savage a being as she
anticipated. She received him accordingly, and in the
presence of Monsignore Catesby. Never had she exercised
her distinguished powers of social rhetoric with more art
and fervour, and never apparently had they proved less
productive of the intended consequences. The physician
said not a word, and merely bowed when exhausted nature
consigned the luminous and impassioned Lady St. Jerome
to inevitable silence. Monsignoro Catesby felt he was
bound in honour to make some diversion in her favour ;
repeat some of her unanswered inquiries, and reiterate
some of her unnoticed views ; but the only return he received
was silence without a bow, and then the physician re-
marked, * I presume I can now see the patient.'

The English physician was alone with Lothair for some
time, and then he met in consultation the usual attendants.
The result of all these proceedings was that he returned to
the saloon, iu which he found Lord and Lfcdy St. Jeroaia.